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NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

 April 1: Today we celebrate the Resurrection of the 

Lord. In John 20:1-18, we are reminded that on that first 

Easter morning, there was no one that would be consid-

ered a Christian. One had denied Jesus publicly, some 

faded away to save themselves, and some were left won-

dering what they had missed. Even when Mary saw Jesus 

in the garden and he spoke to her, she did not believe un-

til he called her by name. Even today, we often struggle 

to recognize Jesus in the world; even when he speaks to 

us, we fail to recognize it. He is calling to us. If we are 

willing to listen, we might just find him. Practice your 

listening this week.  

April 8: In Acts 4:32-35, we read of the early days of the 

Church. At that time, the believers did without many of 

the things we take for granted, including a church build-

ing and the ability to practice their faith. What they did 

have was each other, and as they came together, the Body 

of Christ grew exponentially. Anything they did have 

they gave to the disciples to share as it was needed. Take 

some time this week to find ways to give back to others.  

April 15: In Luke 24: 36b-48, Jesus appeared in the 

midst of the disciples and greeted them saying, "Peace be 

with you," to which the disciples responded with terror 

and doubt. How often do we respond with our own feel-

ings of terror and doubt when we hear Jesus calling to 

us? Take some time this week to list the doubts, fears, 

and shortcomings that prevent you from doing what you 

know to be right.  

April 22: In 1 John 3:16-24, John writes of love, specifi-

cally the love of Jesus and how it models the love we are 

called to have for our neighbors, and asks, "How does 

God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods 

and sees a brother or sister in need and refuses to help?" 

He then calls us to love in "truth and action" not in "word 

or speech." This week, when you consider telling some-

one you will pray for them, pray with them on the spot. 

When you recognize a need, fulfill it in the moment 

(when feasible). Do for the one what you wish you could 

do for the many.  

April 29: How often do you share the Word of God? The 

good word of Jesus? How many times in your life have 

you faced a moment where you had the opportunity to 

share the greatest gift the world has ever received? Did 

you? In Acts 8:26-40, Luke tells of the time Philip lis-

tened to the Spirit and by doing so was able to share the 

story of Jesus, even bringing the Ethiopian Eunuch to 

baptism. As you pray this week, consider asking God to 

give you the opportunity to share your faith. Be ready to 

do so when God does.  
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Dear Friends- 

Easter is such a special time for the Chris-

tian community.  I have many fond memo-

ries over the years. Let me share one memory with you. 

I was visiting with a doctor friend when he asked me what 

I thought was my favorite Easter symbol?  Before I could 

say a word, he said that we wanted to show me his favor-

ite symbol and then I might answer. He cupped his hand 

and said look.  I looked.  There was nothing in his cupped 

hands. 

Without my saying a word, he kept on talking. He said 

that the best and his most favorite Easter symbol was the 

Empty Tomb.  

He didn’t stop talking.  He went on to say that as a pastor 

I was going to have to be very careful not to put Jesus 

back into the tomb. I have tried to live up to my doctor 

friend’s hope for me as just a couple months later I was 

ordained in Georgia. 

Friends, don’t look for Jesus in the Tomb.  He is not there! 

He is risen! 

 

I thank God for you! 

Pastor Jim 

 

Probable Sunday Sermons 
for April 

April 1 – Easter Sunday – Holy Communion - “Easter Is a 

Special Day ….. For everyone!” based on John20:1-18 

April 8 – “Risus Paschalis” based on Acts 4:32-35  

April 15 – “The Favorite Child” based on 1 John 3:1-7 

April 22 – “Changed Reality” based on Acts 4:5-12 

April 29 – “How to ________” based on John 15:1-8 

 RISE AND SHINE COFFEE CAFE 
The Christian Education Committee 
will once again be hosting the Rise and 
Shine Coffee Café on Easter Sunday, 
April 1!  Tasty treats, good coffee, and 
great fellowship are the order of the 
day to celebrate our risen Christ!  Drop 
in the Witherspoon Room between 10:00 and 11:00! 

         

 
April 2-Office Closed 

Elders on Call 
Apr 1-7  Ross Hageman 

Church Growth/Service will host 
Our monthly Fellowship Lunch 
Please join us and bring a friedn 

Following Worship 
On Sunday, April 8th  

Cost $5.00/donation Accepted. 

304-252-6289 

      Email: office@beckleypres.org 

            Website: beckleypres.org 
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LECTIONARY READINGS 

OFFICER ELECTION 
A congregational meeting will be 
held SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2018 at the 
close of worship for the election of 

officers.  A list of active confirmed members and the 
form for nominating officers (5 Ruling Elders, 1 Trus-
tee, and 1 Nominating Committee representative) may 
be picked up at the church and should be returned by 
April 08, 2018 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

02  Peggy White 
02  Judy Hart 
02  Elizabeth Mestrovic 
03  Richard Kissinger 
03  Hester Thacker 
05  Charles McNeel 
07  David Trader 
07  Brian Rucker 
07  Kate Sniadowski 
07  Julie Sniadowski 
07  Hutter Ragland 
09  Nancy Hageman 
10  Barbara Yurick 

 The sympathy of the congregation is extended 
 to the Trent Family on the death of 

Meredith Overholt Trent 
who joined the church triumph 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 
 

  The sympathy of the congregation is extended 
 to Jean Bolen and Joan Wilkinson on the death of 

    Their niece Ashlie Marie Hamrick Cornett 
 Who joined the church triumph 

                 Friday, March 23, 2018 

11  Emily Pettry 
11  Carolyn Moore 
13  Kristin Turschmann 
14  Gerry Sigmund 
16  Rachel McNeel 
17  Phoebe Herring 
19  Darlene McNeel 
23  Richie Turschmann 
23  Betty S. Wilson 
25  Roberta Brock  
28  Rita Johnson 
28  Frank Meadows 
30  Susan Pietrantozzi 
 

APRIL 

Monday, April 2 

Office Closed 

9:00 a.m.-PW Meeting 

Noon-AA Meeting-Ed Bldg. 
 

Tuesday, April 3 

9:00 a.m.-Shepherd’s Ctr- 

                Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts 

8:00 p.m.-AA Meeting- 

                 Ed Bldg. 
 

Wednesday, April 4 
11:00 a.m.-The Carpenters 

                   Corner 

6;30 p.m.-Mission Study mtg 

12:00 p.m.-AA Meeting- 

                  Ed Bldg 

Thursday, April 5 
12:00 p.m.-AA Meeting- 

                 Ed Bldg 

6:00 p.m.-Handbells 

7:15 p.m.-Choir 
 

Friday, April 6 
8:00 p.m.-AA Meeting- 

                Ed Bldg. 
 

Saturday, April 7 

Festival of Faith 

Cub Scout Pinewood Derby 
 

Sunday, April 8 
10:55 a.m.-Worship  

12:00 p.m.-Fellowship Luncheon 

7:00 p.m.-Worship on 99.5FM 

April 1 

Easter 

Acts 10:34-43 or Isa. 25:6-9; 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 

1Cor. 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34
-43; John 20:1-18  

Easter Evening: Isa. 25:6-9; 
Psalm 114; 

1 Cor 5:6b-8; Luke 24:13-49 
 

April 8 
Acts 4:32-35; Psalm133; 1 

John 1:1-2:2; 
John 20:19-31 

 

April 15 
Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 

John 3:1-7; 
Luke 24:36b-48 

 

April 22 
Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 

John 3:16-24; 
John 10:11-18 

 

April 29 
Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-

31; 1John 4:7-21; 
John 15:1-8 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
we are grateful for the following Memorial Gifts: 

ðIn Memory of Nelda Gallaher: by Mr. & Mrs. Wil-

liam Hartling, Mr. & Mrs. Roger Reed 

ðIn Memory of Larry Loftin: by Mr. & Mrs. James 

Songer 

ðIn Memory of Lewis N. Fox: by Mr. & Mrs. Charles 

Lucas, Mr & Mrs. William Carter, Jr., Ms. Kathryn 

Schilling Oakes & Family, Ms. Nancy Keatley, Ms. Hes-

ter Thacker, Ms. Brenda Meadows, Dr & Mrs. C. Rich-

ard Daniel, Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Walters, Jr., Ms. Nancy 

Scaggs, Mr. & Mrs. Darryl Roberts, Mr. & Mrs. Roger 

Reed. 

ðIn Memory of June Cales: by Mr. & Mrs. James Son-

ger, Ms. Glenda Hellems, Ms. Mona Kay and Lesa 

Spears, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lucas, Ms. Brenda Mead-

ows, Mr. & Mrs. Roger Reed 

ðIn Memory of Diana Wolfe: by Ms. Harriet Jones, 

Ms. Brenda Meadows 

ðIn Memory of Walter Klingensmith: by Mr. & Mrs. 

Roger Reed, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Evans 

ðIn Memory of Meredith Trent: by Ms. Hester 

Thacker, Mr & Mrs. Charles Lucas, Dr. & Mrs. C. Rich-

ard Daniel, Mr. Harriet Jones, Mr. & Mrs. James Songer 

                                     MUSIC FUND 

ðIn Memory of Lewis N. Fox: by Ms. Elizabeth 

Anderson 

ðIn Memory of Jennie McLean Anderson: by Ms. 

Libby Anderson and Family 

I REFUSE TO LEAD A DYING CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Starting April 8th in the Chapel 

During Sunday School, Pastor Burton will be leading a 

discussion based on Paul Nixon’s book I REFUSE TO 

LEAD A DYING CHURCH.  The book can be made 

available.  It is cheaper on KINDLE.   The class will last 

six or seven weeks.  

Question: How can a church choose Life over Death. 


