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Dear Friends: 

This is my last “animal parable” for you. 
There once was a farmer who owned a 
mule.  He had no family so this beast of 
burden was not just a mule but a friend 
or pet that he had named Maude. 
 

Maude was a plow mule.  She could 
GEE, go right, and HAW, go left, on command.  The one 
thing she refused to do was go backward. Now, Maude had 
the run of the farm and would always show up for her 
morning and evening feeding time.   
 

One morning, the farmer went out to feed Maude.  She was 
not there but it didn’t bother him as he knew that she’d 
come back soon to eat.  He left the food for her.  Besides, it 
was two days before the plowing was to start.  Around din-
ner time, he went out and Maude had not come for her 
morning meal. He walked around calling for her to no avail. 
 

The next day was a complete duplicate of the first day’s 
events.  The farmer grew very worried about his pal and pet, 
Maude. On the third day the farmer put on a hopeful look 
and walked out to the paddock praying to see Maude waiting 
for him.  She was not there! He turned on his heel to walk 
toward the house when he noticed in the sky, buzzards cir-
cling about a half mile behind the house.  The farmer teared 
up.  He was thinking that Maude was dead and the buzzards 
were getting ready to feast. He quickly went to the barn and 
got a shovel, as he was thinking that he was going to go find 
her body and bury her. 
 

He walked toward the circling buzzards. They were off his 
land and in a bit of a swamp.  As his feet moved into the 
wet over-grown area he kept calling for Maude hoping that 
she might respond to his voice. Suddenly, he looked through 
the watery and vine laden area to see Maude’s carcass. Cry-
ing loudly, he approached finally falling on his knees just to 
touch her.  As he did this, he let go of the shovel handle and 
it fell hitting Maude’s rump…. and the mule’s body jumped.  
The farmer’s tears of anguish turned into tears of joy. 
Maude was alive! 
 

Maude had walked into the swamp and had gotten her legs 
tied up in vines. Maude didn’t go backward. She had walked 
in circles until the vines tripped her up.  She had really tied 
herself up.  The farmer removed the vines and made a gur-
ney to drag Maude back to the barn, her home.  
 

Back at the barn, he nursed her back to health.  She soon 
stood up.  That day the farmer put a lunge line on Maude to 
teach her how to walk backward.  Funny thing, she couldn’t 
walk backward well, but she did learn how. Maude, learned 
to do the impossible.  
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER - Have you ever had a 
problem similar to Maude’s problem?  When have you 
struggled to learn? Are we teachable?  What does it take for 
us to want to learn? 
 
 

I thank God for you! 
 

P.J. 

COLLECTIONS NEEDED 
The Worship committee would like to ask members of the 

congregation who have collections of interesting items if 

they might be interested in displaying them at the 

church.  These collections and displays 

could range from paintings and draw-

ings to homemade quilts.  And even if 

you have brought in items for viewing 

in the past, we would encourage you to 

do so again.  If interested, please con-

tact Al Combs at (304) 575-3966, or 

any member of the Worship committee. 

304-252-6289 

      Email: office@beckleypres.org 

            Website: beckleypres.org 

Probable Sunday Sermons  
for JUNE  

June 3 –  Brian’s Safe House will bring Music and  
                the Message 
June 10 –“Is God Enough” based on 1 Samuel 8:4-11,  
                (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15) Church Picnic 
June 17 –(FATHER’S DAY) “Unobtrusive Measures” 
                based on 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
June 24 –“Name Your Hurricane” based on Mark 4:35-41 

         SUMMARY OF SESSION MEETING 

   MAY 21, 2018 
APPROVED FINANCIAL REPORTS 

FOR APRIL 2018 
 

APRROVED REQUEST FROM 

REV. BURTON THAT JUNE 24TH 

WILL BE HIS LAST DAY 
 

CHURCH GROWTH REPORTED 

THAT JUNE 18 WILL BE THE FIRST ñCOFFEE ON 

THE  SIDEWALKò AND THAT THERE WILL BE A 

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH ON JUNE 3 FOLLLOWING 

WORSHIP. 
 

THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTED THAT 

DISCUSSION OF REPAIRS TO THE SOUND SYS-

TEM ARE ONGOING. 
 

THE CHILD PROTECTION POLICY PRESENTED AT 

THE LAST MEETING WAS ADOPTED. 
 

TONI MULLINS WAS ELECTED TREASURER FOR 

2018. 

PASTOR NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE 

The Nominating Committee is 

looking for members to serve on 

the PNC. This group will be re-

sponsible for finding a new minis-

ter for our church. If you would like to be part of this im-

portant mission or want to nominate someone for the com-

mittee please contact me. Dan Calvert, 304-890-6105 or 

email dcalvert1965@gmail.com. This is the next big step in 

the life of BPC, so please give this your prayerful consid-

eration. 
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Davis & Elkins  
College Choir and Fel-

lowship  
Luncheon   

Sunday, April 29th 

Let's Get Casual 

Spring and Summer have finally 

arrived together! So, let's get cas-

ual and have our annual church 

picnic. 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 10th,  

at DANIEL VINEYARD  

                 10:55 AM 
 

Worship in the beauty of nature and the enjoy potluck 

with fried chicken, rolls, and drinks provided by the 

church. Divided by the alphabet please bring the follow-

ing :                          A-H     Salads 
 

I-P       Desserts 
 

Q-Z      Vegetables 
 

Please invite a friend or relative to join you ...we will 

have plenty. Sharing our service and fellowship is a 

wonderful way to introduce someone to the Beckley 

Presbyterian Church.                                  -Congregation Care Ministry 

01   George Wilson 

02   Andrew Reed 

04   Rachel Feldhake 

05   Madison Van Meter 

07   Robin Van Meter 

07   William Richmond 

08   John Keyser 

09   Sarah  Mestrovic 

14   Susan Shaffer 

14   Betsy Gilmer 

18   Vernice Ketchka 

19   Pam Keyser 

26   Cathy Smith 

26   Patrick Sniadowski 

28   Ryan McGuire 

30   Addison Mullins 

JUNE 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

     18:00 pm AA Mtg -EB 2 

310:55 am-Worship  

12:00 Fellowship Luncheon  
12:00 Christian Ed Mtg. -WR 
7 pm Worship on 99.5 FM 
Radio  

4    

Noon - AA Mtg -  EB 
5 
9:00 am-Shep Ctr.  
8:00 pm -AA Mtg - EB 

 

6 
Noon - AA Mtg - EB 

7 
Noon -AA Mtg - EB 
 

 

8 
8:00 pm -AA Mtg -EB 
 

9 

10 

10:55 Church Picnic  

11 
Noon - AA Mtg -  EB 
5:30 pm -Church Growth -
FH 

 

12 

6:30 pm -Worship -WR 
8:00 pm -AA Mtg - EB 

 

 

13 
11:00 am-Carptôs  
Corner  
Noon - AA Mtg -EB 

 

14 
Noon -AA Mtg -EB 

15 
8:00 pm -AA Mtg -EB 

16 
223rd 

Gen.Assembly 

17 
Cents-A-Bility Offering and 

Food for Helping Hands 

10:55 am-Worship  
12:00 pm -Christian Ed - WR 
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM 
Radio  

18 
Noon - AA Mtg -  EB  
 

19 

4:30 pm -Admin. Mtg -
WR 
8:00 pm -AA Mtg - EB 

 

 

20 
Noon - AA Mtg - EB 
 
 

 

 

21 
Noon -AA Mtg -EB 
5:00 pm -Property 
Mtg. -WR 
 
 

 

22 
8:00 pm -AA Mtg -EB 

23 

24 

Pastor Jimôs last day 
10:55 am-Worship  
7 pm Worship on 99.5 FM 
Radio  

25 
Noon - AA Mtg -EB 
6:00 pm -Session -Exam of 
Officers  

 

26 

8:00 pm -AA Mtg -EB 

 

 

27 
11:00 am-Carptôs 
Corner  
Noon - AA Mtg -EB 

28 
Noon - AA Mtg -EB 

29  
8:00 pm -AA Mtg -EB 

30 

REVEREND BURTON IS 
LEAVING 

Reverend Burton will be leaving us 
at the end of June when his con-
tract expires.  His last day will be 
Sunday the 24th.  We are very grate-
ful for Pastor Jim’s service to BPC 
and wish him grace and peace. 

 

  MISSION STUDY-If  you have any ques-
tions or would like to talk about the Mission 
Study, Pastor Jim is available. 


